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17.01 Sustainability and Climate Control Plan
Policy Statement
At Parley Community Pre School, we recognise our responsibility to care for the environment and to prepare children for a sustainable future. We are committed to reducing our impact on the planet, embedding eco-friendly practices in daily routines, and helping children develop respect for nature through play, exploration, and learning.
Aims
· To promote awareness of climate change and sustainability within our setting.
· To reduce waste, energy use, and resource consumption.
· To embed sustainable practices in everyday activities with children.
· To work in partnership with families and the wider community.
Guiding Principles
· Respect for Nature: Encourage care for plants, animals, and the natural world.
· Reduce, Reuse, Recycle: Prioritise minimal waste and responsible consumption.
· Child-Centred Learning: Foster curiosity about the environment through play and discovery.
· Community & Partnership: Involve staff, families, and local organisations in sustainable actions.
Key Areas of Action
a) Energy & Water
· Switch off lights and equipment when not in use.
· Use energy-efficient bulbs and appliances where possible.
· Encourage mindful water use (e.g., turning taps off promptly, water play with recycled water).
· Installation of Solar Panels
· New, improved heating system in place
· Building works to improve heat retention and insulation 
b) Waste & Recycling
· Provide clear recycling bins for paper, plastics, and compostables. Fun bin decorated for recycling (Reggie the recycling bin) to encourage children to recycle where possible.
· Use reusable resources (cloths instead of paper towels where possible, refillable containers).
· Reduce single-use plastics (e.g., cups, cutlery, food packaging).
· Split recycling and general waste into commercial bins.
c) Food & Nutrition
· Promote healthy, seasonal, and where possible, locally sourced snacks and meals.
· Minimise food waste through portion planning and composting leftovers.
· Grow fruit, vegetables, and herbs with children.
d) Resources & Materials
· Use natural, recycled, or sustainable materials in play and learning activities where possible.
· Avoid unnecessary plastic toys; encourage open-ended resources (wood, fabric, cardboard). Recycle or donate unused toys.
· Share, repair, and repurpose resources wherever possible.
e) Outdoor Learning & Nature
· Provide daily outdoor play in natural spaces.
· Involve children in planting, gardening, and caring for wildlife (bird feeders, bug hotels, bug investigations).
· Explore the local environment through nature walks and eco-projects.
· Provide opportunities to litter pick in the local area.
f) Education & Awareness
· Incorporate sustainability into the curriculum through planned and spontaneous activities (seasons, weather, animals, recycling).
· Model sustainable behaviours for children (e.g., reusing water bottles, sorting recycling).
· Celebrate eco-friendly events (Earth Day, World Environment Day).
g) Travel & Transport
· Encourage families to walk, cycle, or use public transport to the setting where possible.
· Provide safe storage for bikes.
· Trips with the children will be via walking or public transport.

5. Implementation & Monitoring
· Staff Training: All staff will receive training on sustainable practices.
· Children’s Involvement: Children will be engaged through eco-projects, gardening, and daily routines.
· Family Engagement: Share tips, newsletters, activities for families such as nature walks through the woodland in half term breaks. Encourage recycling of materials to use at Pre School eg. Donating cardboard boxes for play. 


This Sustainability and Climate Policy was adopted on: 27/08/25
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